
Notes to ʿAqīda lesson. 
 
The word ʿaqīda is translated as theology, creed, dogma, doctrines. 
 

From which word is ʿaqīda derived? 
 
The main Imams of ʿaqīda are: 
 

i) The four Imams – Imam Abu Ḥanīfa, Imam Mālik, Imam al-Shāfiʿī and Imam Aḥmad b. 
Ḥanbal. 

ii) Imam Abu’l Ḥasan al-Ashʿarī 
iii) Imam Abu Manṣūr al-Māturīdī 
iv) Imam Abu Jaʿfar al-Taḥāwī, a Ḥanafī jurist. 

 
** It would be useful to research on lives of the Imam’s of ʿaqīda. Shaykh G.F. Haddad and Shaykh Abu 
Zahra have both written works detailing the biographies of the Four Imams. 
 
The differences between groups and sects in Islam, is not based on peripheral (minor) issues (furʾ) (fiqh 
issues), but on issues relating to ʿaqīda. 
 
The importance of ʿaqīda is understood knowing, deeds are only accepted coupled with sound belief. 
 

What is the primary source(s) for ʿaqīda? 
 
 What is the term Ahl as-Sunnah wa’l Jamāʿah translated as? 
 
Sayyid Aḥmad at-Tahtāwī (1231/1816) 
“O believers! Follow the unique group which is protected against Hell! And this group is the one that is 
called Ahl as-Sunnah wa’l Jamāʿah. For, Allah’s help, protection and guidance are for the followers of this 
group... Today, this group of salvation comes together in the Four Schools (madh’habs), namely the Ḥanafī, 
Mālikī, Shāfiʿī, and Ḥanbalī.” 
 
 
 
 
 



Shaykh ʿAbd al-Hakim Murad 
“Orthodoxy in Islam is defined as the doctrine of Ahl as-Sunnah wa’l Jamāʿah, the People of the Sunnah 
and the Community. To know whether a doctrine or practise is orthodox or heretical, the Muslim is 
required to find out whether it is recognised by the majority of Muslim scholars. Thus even without looking 
into their theology, he will know that sects such as the Ismāʿīlī’s, the Khārijī’s... the Twelver Shīʿa and 
others (not to mention anti-Islamic groupings such as the Qaydiyānī and the Baha’is) are to be repudiated 
(denied).” 
 

What are the three areas of ʿaqīda? 


